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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

January  1984  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

appTTed  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  March 
1,  1984,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2019  Roy  W.  Fisher,  805  S.  E.  71,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  73149 

2020  Ralph  J.  Johnson,  Route  1,  Reelsville,  Ind.  46171 

2021  Arvid  W.  Frank,  3752  Tempest  Drive,  Lake  Oswego,  Ore.  97034 

2022  Jerry  Yahalom,  P.  0.  Box  5022,  Woodland  Hills,  Calif.  91365 

(Israel,  Turkey,  Egypt) 

2023  Ricky  L.  Dembinsky,  1901  Schaefer  St.,  Saginaw,  Mich.  48602 

(Early  English,  Crowns  & Minors,  Ancient  & Medieval) 

2024-MT  John  F.  Mera 

(Spain  & Colonies) 

2025  V.  J.  Jordan,  Jr.,  1904  Rogers,  Amarillo,  Texas  79106 

(Great  Britain,  Dogs  on  Banknotes,  Canadian  Large  Cents) 

2026  Norbert  Richter 

(Brazi 1 ) 

2027- MT  Greg  Cronholm,  1608  West  10th,  Plainview,  Texas  79072 

(Mexico) 

2028- MT  Joseph  H.  Zaffern,  22555  Hallcroft  Trail,  Southfield,  Mich. 

48035  --  (One  Piece  Per  Issuing  Body) 

2029- MT  Danny  B.  Hogsett,  1216  N.  W.  Seventh  Ave.  , Mineral  Wells, 

Texas  76067  --  (Keel ing-Cocos  Island) 

2030  Andrew  S.  Nuquist,  29  Bailey  Ave.,  Montpelier,  Vt.  05602 

2031  Col.  James  W.  Young,  4013  Piedmont  Dr.,  Huntsville,  Ala.  35802 

2032  Wm.  R.  Galeota,  M.D.,  2307  Brookfield  Dr.  S.W.,  Roanoke,  V a. 
24018 

2033  Donald  L.  Hill,  704  Haverhill,  Lexington,  Ky.  40503 

2034  Carl  E.  Hild,  3123  E.  Rialto,  Fresno,  Calif.  93726 

2035  Malcolm  Paine,  M.D.,  P.  0.  Box  8544,  Brewster  Sta.,  Bridge- 
port, Ct.  06605 

2036- MT  Marvin  Kay,  M.D.,  12  Peveril  Hill  Road  South,  Toronto, 

Ontario,  Canada  M6C  3A8 

(Medicine  in  Numismatics,  Leper  Colonies) 

2037- MT  R.  S.  Clunan  II,  1737  South  Acadian  Thwy.  , Baton  Rouge,  La. 

70808  --  (Poland,  Danzig,  Lithuania,  Designs  of  Kruger-Gray) 

2038- MT  J.  E.  McClure,  685  Meandering  Way,  Melbourne,  Fla.  32935 

(Ottoman  & Republic  of  Turkey) 
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Regular  Memberships  Converted  to  Life  Memberships: 


LM-74  Lawrence  Korchnak,  P.  0.  Box  1083,  MacArthur  Station,  Ali- 
quippa,  Pa.  15001  --  (Siege  Money,  Necessity  Money,  Europe) 

LM-75  Marian  E.  Morris,  P.  0.  Box  10983,  Midwest  City,  Okla.  73140 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT:  We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations 

received  since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Type  of  Donation  Preference  of  Use 


F0RW00D,  Edmund 
GRAMS,  Gabriel  A. 
JUNGBLUTH,  Peter 
KLECKNER,  Donald  S. 
KRANEVELD,  Peter 
LINCOLN  FAMILY  FOUNDATION 
MAHR,  Robert  L. 

ORCUTT,  Bert  E. 

WILLIAMS,  Myrle 


$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
3 Coins  (NVS) 
$200.00 
$5.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 


NI  Book  Library 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library. 

Sanford  Durst 

KLIMAN,  MYRON  M.  THE  TWO  CENT  PIECES  AND  VARIETIES.  Pub.  1983, 
69pp,  ill  us. 

J.  P.  Hartog 

FRENCH  MINT.  LA  MEDAILLE  AU  TEMPS  DE  LOUIS  XIV.  Pub.  1970,  458pp, 
ill  us  - 

FRENCH  MINT.  LES  GRAVEURS  D'ACIER  ET  LA  MEDAILLE  DE  L’ANTIQUITE  A 
VOS  JOURS.  Pub.  1971,  727pp,  illus. 

W.  A.  Haskell 

HOFFMAN,  SCHWABACH.  DER  NOTCELD-KOMPASS  VON  MONIKA  PICK  AUSGABEORTE 
DER  DUETSCHEN  NOTGELDSCHEINE  GEORDNET  NACH  LANDERN  UND  ZEITSPANNEN. 

Pub.  1975,  74pp , not  illus. 

HOFFMAN,  SCHWABACH.  DER  NOTGELD-MUFTI  VON  MONIKA  PICK  AUSGABEORTE 
DER  DEUTSCHEN  NOTGELDSCHEINE  GEORDNET  NACH  DEM  ALPHABET.  Pub. 

1975,  76pp,  not  illus. 

SEM,  JULIUS.  PAPIROVE  PENIZE  NA  UZEMI  CESKOSLOVENSKA  1762-1975. 

Pub.  1977,  1 86 pp , illus. 

FENGLER,  HEINZ.  BIBLIOGRAPHIE  DEUTSCHSPRACHIGER  VEROFFENTLICHUNGEN 
UBER  GELDSCHEINE  UND  WERTPAPIERE.  Pub.  1979,  57pp,  not  i 1 1 US . 
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BANYAI , RICHARD.  MONEY  AND  BANKING  IN  CHINA  AND  SOUTHEAST  ASIA 
DURING  THE  JAPANESE  MILITARY  OCCUPATION  1937-1945.  Pub.  1975, 
150pp,  ill  us. 

AUCKLAND,  R.  G.  AIR-DROPPED  PROPAGANDA  CURRENCY.  Pub.  1972,  48pp, 
illus. 

CZECHOSLOVAK  MINISTRY  OF  THE  INTERIOR.  REPORT  ON  FORGERY  IN  SACHSEN - 
HAUSEN  CONCENTRATION  CAMP.  Pub.  1981,  32pp,  illus. 

SILVERMANN,  REINHARDT.  DAS  DEUTSCHE  PAPIERNOTGELD  NACH  1945. 
PRIVATAUSGABEN  ALLER  4 BESATZUNGSZONEN.  Pub.  1975,  31 pp , illus. 

BAJER,  JAN.  CIZI  PAPIROVA  PLAT ID LA  NA  CESKOSLOVENSKEM  UZEMI  1938- 
1945.  Pub.  1980,  60pp,  illus. 

BAJER,  JAN.  PAPIROVA  PLATIDLA  CESKOSLOVENSKA  1919-1979.  Pub.  1979, 
119pp,  illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  like  to  extend  our  appreciation 
to  Richard  Kurlish,  Bill  Thompson,  Win  Haskell,  Bruce  Smith,  J.  P. 
Hartog  and  Harry  Burton  for  their  many  donations  of  magazines,  cata- 
logs, books  and  miscellaneous  numismatic  material  to  the  Library. 

III.  We  would  like  to  begin  the  new  year  by  reminding  our  members 
that  NI  does  not  publish  a library  list.  If  you  need  a book  (or  books) 
for  your  research  just  send  us  the  title  and  author,  if  known.  If  you 
do  not  know  the  title,  then  send  us  the  subject  you  are  interested  in 
and  we  will  let  you  know  what  is  available.  We  believe  we  have  a fine 
library.  Where  we  do  not  have  the  book  we  do  have  inter-library  loan 
agreements  with  other  numismatic  libraries  and  in  many  cases  we  have 
been  able  to  fill  most  of  the  requests  to  this  date.  I might  also 

add  that  as  much  as  time  permits  your  librarian  is  also  available  to 
help  you  in  your  research  by  doing  some  on  the  spot  checking.  In 
short,  we  are  here  to  help  you. 

IV.  The  NI  Library  also  has  a fine  collection  of  slide  sets  for  club 
talks.  Many  of  these  would  make  excellent  presentations  for  non- 
numismatic  groups  such  as  retirement  homes.  If  you  are  interested, 
please  let  me  know  and  I will  send  you  the  latest  list. 


CATALOG  & PRICE  LIST  LIBRARY  REPORT 

Below  is  a listing  of  donors  to  the  Catalog  & Price  List  Library  during 
1982  and  through  October,  1983. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 
Librarian,  NI  Book  Library 


1982  Contributions:  DAVENPORT,  John 

DOLL,  Capt.  Darrel  J. 


$3,361.75 


PLEMMONS,  Robert 
SCHILLINGER,  Thomas  A. 
ZANDER,  Randolph 


EASTON,  Gerald 
FRALEY,  Marvin  L. 
HARTOG,  J.  P. 


339.00 
296.25 

100.00 

129.00 
50.00 

828.00 
860.50 
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1983  Contributions:  BOLING,  Lt.  Col.  Joseph  E. 


$1  ,808.00 


DEVINE,  Dennis 
DOLL,  Capt.  Darrel  J. 
DOLNICK,  Michael  M. 
FRALEY,  Marvin  L. 
SCHILLINGER,  Thomas  A. 
SINGER,  Gordon  A. 
THANNISCH,  Glen  A. 
THOMPSON,  William  B. 
ZANDER,  Randolph 


3,944.25 

216.25 

340.00 

126.00 
1 ,263.50 

490.00 

820.25 

252.00 

582.00 


A summation  on  the  library  holdings  are  tabulated  as  follows  in  four 
categories,  as  of  October  31,  1983. 

Foreign  Auctions  & Sales:  130  companies  with  852  separate  catalogs. 

Foreign  Fixed  Price  Lists:  161  companies  with  1541  separate  lists. 

U.S.  Auctions  & Sales:  147  companies  with  1044  separate  catalogs. 

U.S.  Fixed  Price  Lists:  223  companies  with  1653  separate  lists. 

Each  company  has  been  catalogued  with  the  specific  material  available 
for  that  company  on  file  cards.  The  auctions  which  have  loose  price 
estimates  are  noted,  as  are  all  prices  realized. 


MAGAZINE  LIBRARIAN  NEEDED 

This  is  an  old  request  revised.  We  had  hoped  that  we  had  a volunteer 
by  this  time  but  the  member  who  had  originally  accepted  found  to  his 
regret  (and  ours)  that  he  did  not  have  the  room.  So  the  word  is  out 
again.  NI  needs  a member  who  will  be  willing  to  take  responsibility 
for  a large  number  of  magazines  and  set  up  a library  for  the  NI  member- 
ship's use. 

The  main  purpose  of  establishing  a separate  library  is  to  encourage 
the  subject  indexing  of  the  magazine  articles.  It  is  felt  that  the 
number  of  research  questions  that  have  been  received  by  the  Book 
Library  over  the  years  would  have  been  better  served  if  we  had  some 
idea  of  what  related  information  lay  within  the  pages  of  the  several 
thousand  magazines  in  the  NI  collection. 

We  are  therefore  looking  for  a U.S.  member  who  has  a spare  room  and 
the  time  and  interest  to  take  over  the  collection  and  index  its  con- 
tents. Anyone  so  interested  is  requested  to  contact  the  Book  Librar- 
ian Granvyl  Hulse. 


REMINDER  TO  VOTE  FOR  "BEST  ARTICLE  OF  THE  YEAR"  FOR  1983 

A ballot  was  included  in  the  mailing  of  the  December  1983  issue  of 
the  NI  BULLETIN  for  the  "Best  Article  of  the  Year"  for  1983.  If  you 
have  not  submitted  your  vote,  why  not  do  it  right  now? 


Donald  H.  Mead 

NI  Catalog  & Price  List  Librarian 


***** 
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REPORT  ON  N.I.C.E. , 1983 


N.I.C.E.,  1983  was  held  November  11-1 3th , 1983  at  the  Dallas  Marriott 
Quorum  Hotel  in  Dallas,  Texas.  While  not  as  well  attended  as  had 
been  hoped  for,  the  exposition  was  a huge  success.  Bourse  activity 
was  quite  heavy  all  three  days  of  the  exposition. 

There  was  a heavy  slate  of  activities  on  Saturday,  November  12th.  The 
International  Bank  Note  Society  led  off  the  educational  activities  with 
a presentation  by  Bill  Benson  on  "Scottish  Bank  Notes".  Dennis  Kroh 
presented  an  excellent  slide  presentation  on  "Ancient  Rome  - Yesterday 
and  Today"  during  the  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Ancient  Numismatics. 
Following  these  activities,  NI  presented  a Counterfeit  Forum  and  and 
Educational  Forum.  At  the  Counterfeit  Forum,  LCdr.  C.  C.  Andrews 
presented  a slide  program  featuring  many  of  the  counterfeit  coins  in 
the  NI  Counterfeit  Collection  and  discussed  the  areas  for  collectors 
to  look  for  in  detecting  counterfeits.  The  Educational  Forum  which 
immediately  followed  presented  two  speakers.  NI  Book  Librarian 
Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.  spoke  on  "Medals  Awarded  to  British  Soldiers 
During  the  American  Revolution".  Following  his  excellently  researched 
presentation,  John  DeMarais  presented  a program  on  the  "Modern  Coins 
of  Travencore".  All  educational  programs  presented  by  IBNS,  SAN  and 
NI  were  well  attended  and  were  of  very  high  quality,  probably  the  best 
grouping  of  educational  programs  at  a single  convention  in  years. 

There  was  quite  a number  of  excellent  exhibits  presented  in  the  exhibit 
area  of  the  bourse  room.  The  winning  exhibitors  were  presented  their 
awards  during  the  NI  General  Membership  Meeting  on  Saturday  evening. 

Jim  Jordan  of  Amarillo,  Texas  took  First  Place  and  Best  of  Show  with 
his  exhibit  "Silver  Coinage  of  Victoria's  Golden  Jubilee".  Second 
Place  went  to  Russ  Clunan  II  of  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  for  his  exhibit 
"A  History  of  Polish  Thalers".  Third  Place  was  won  by  John  F.  Mera 
of  Miami,  Okla.  for  his  "The  War  of  the  Merchants".  Tom  Walker  of 
San  Antonio,  Texas  took  Fourth  Place  with  his  three  case  exhibit  of 
"Silver  Coins  Through  the  Ages".  John  DeMarais  of  Dallas,  Texas  took 
the  final  Fifth  Place  award  with  his  exhibit  "Princely  India,  1880- 
1910". 

Other  exhibits  presented  included  "Coins  From  the  Roman  Coin  Project", 
"Memorabilia  from  Rothenburg  ob  der  Tauber",  "Israel's  35th  Anniversary 
Official  Mint  Set,  1983",  "A  Selection  of  Radar  Notes",  "The  History 
Behind"  (India)  and  "Two  Portraits  of  Commodus". 

During  the  NI  General  Membership  Meeting,  the  NI  Book  Librarian,  Gran- 
vyl Hulse,  Jr.,  was  suprised  with  the  presentation  of  an  Honoray  Life 
Membership  for  his  many  years  of  work  and  support  of  NI. 

Plans  are  already  in  progress  for  N.I.C.E,  1984  and  it  is  hoped  that 
many  more  of  the  membership  will  be  able  to  attend. 

★**★***★*★***★**********★★★★**★★★★★***★**★★★**★*★★**  ****★*★★■*■*★*★****★ 

POUNDAGE  (n):  In  Old  English  Law,  a subsidy  of  a certain  number  of 

pence  to  the  pound,  formerly  granted  to  the  Crown  on  all  goods  imported 
or  exported.  (2)  In  English  Law,  the  percent  allowed  to  the  sherrif 
or  other  officer  on  the  amount  realized  by  an  execution.  Probably 
now  obsolete. 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 

Member  reports  having  a "TENG-TIEN  Dollar"  in  BRASS 

Coming  home  from  an  overseas  trip  I found  Ml  BULLETIN  of  Julv  1983 
waiting  for  me.  To  my  astonishment  I found  an  old  "friend"  on  paqe 
256:  the  "TENG-TIEN  Dollar". 

Mr.  Bruce  W.  Smith  writes  about  a TENG-TIEN  Dollar  minted  in  Aluminum 
and  states  that  there  is  also  a brass  50  cent  piece,  minted  in  England. 


Eglseer’s  BRASS  "Dragon  Dollar" 


Well,  so  far,  so  good.  Since  more  than  20  years  I have  a dragon  dollar 
in  my  collection  with  the  spelling  error  of  "TENG-TIEN".  It  is  made 
of  BRASS,  weight  21.44  grams,  diameter  39.9  mm.  Up  to  now  I never 
found  anywhere  a hint  who  minted  this  coin  and  to  what  purpose. 

In  my  (NI)  membership  list  (issue  1968)  I could  not  locate  Mr.  Bruce  W. 
Smith,  so  maybe  you  would  be  kind  enough  to  inform  him  of  the  exi stance 
of  my  coin.  I also  would  be  interested  to  know  more  about  this  issue. 
Was  it  a trial  minting?  Not  approved  because  of  the  spelling  error? 

Was  the  striking  in  England  (by  whom?  King's  Norton?  Heaton?)  author- 
ized by  official  Chinese  sources?  Any  information  about  this  coin 
would  be  welcome. 

Wilhelm  R.  Eglseer 
Bonn,  Fed.  Rep.  of  Germany 


Panama  'Niokel  ’ Article  Commented  on  by  Member 

Received  the  August  NI  Bulletin  and  was  pleased  to  see  another  article 
by  Tom  Crogan.  I do  think  that  when  mentioning  the  1961  Panama  nickel 
he  should  have  said  it  was  minted  in  Mexico  and  that  the  '5'  was  larger 
than  any  of  the  other  1 5 ' s on  the  nickel.  In  my  opinion  that  should 
be  listed  as  a Variety.  I disagree  with  him  on  another  point  also  - 
the  '61  isn't  such  a bad  looking  coin.  I have  two  of  them  and  one  is 
Unc.  Both  of  them  are  better  than  any  of  the  1962  or  1966.  The  real 
beauty  is  the  1929  which  is  E.F.  condition;  but  the  only  coin,  in- 
cluding the  Unc.  '61,  in  which  the  letters  Pro  Mundi  Beneficio  are 
perfect  and  readable.  It  is  my  favorite,  the  '61  next,  because  it  is 
different.  Also  on  the  '61  the  letters  are  larger  on  reverse  and 
closer  to  the  rim  than  the  later  ones.  I'm  surprised  he  didn't  mention 
the  above  facts  about  the  '61  Panama  nickel. 

Mrs.  R.J.  (Frances)  Ross 

Phoenix,  Arizona 
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Member  lauds  Medina  bio-bibliography 


Congratulations  on  the  splendid  "Medina"  article  (in)  the  November 
BULLETIN.  Those  are  20  of  the  best  pages  I've  read  in  your  excellent 
publication  in  quite  some  while. 


Randolph  Zander 
Alexandria,  Virginia 


Plaudits  for  the  NI  Attribution  Service 

I think  it  is  time  for  something  very  good  to  be  said  about  our  NI 
Attribution  Service.  Many  members  apparently  do  not  take  advantage 
of  it. 

I do,  and  my  hat  is  always  off  to  Colonel  Charles  K.  Panish,  our  NI 
Attribution  Committee  Chairman. 

The  committee  has  never  failed  me  in  difficult  attribution  and  trans- 
lations. I am  convinced  that  Colonel  Panish  and  his  staff  are  unher- 
alded experts  in  this  hobby. 


Lester  D.  Snell  , 

Sonoma,  California 

********************************************************************* 
TOKENS  AROUND  US:  ARGENTINA 


by  Jerry  F.  Sehimmel , San  Francisco , CA 3 NI  it 1822 


A Cattle  Ranch 


The  animal  brand  shown  on  this  token  from  "LA  ALAMEDA"  tells  us  that 
the  issuer  was  a beef  cattle  Estancia.  ChascomGs  is  a medium  sized 
town  in  Buenos  Aires  Province,  about  85  kilometers  due  south  of  the 
Federal  District  (Buenos  Aires  City).  The  ranch,  like  many,  was 
probably  in  the  vicinity  of,  rather  than  located  in  the  town.  Unlike 
many  such  tokens,  this  one  is  dated  - 1899.  On  top  of  that  it  is  also 
a commemorative  piece  which  tells  us  the  date  of  the  ranch's  beginning 
- 1789  - prior  to  Independence. 

The  piece  is  brass,  21mm.  in  diameter  and  is  signed  by  a maker  not 
previously  known,  BELLAGAMSA  Y ROSSI,  probably  located  in  Buenos  Aires. 
Since  the  denomination  is  1 (Centavo),  there  are  probably  other  values 
as  well.  The  pumose  of  the  token  is  not  readily  clear,  but  was 
probably  made  for  the  payment  of  salaries.  (Source:  J.  Sehimmel  col- 
lection). (B  21  1/1.) 
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THE  GOLD  COINAGE 
OF  MAHMUT  II 


Translation  of  Nuri  Pere  catalog  (p.  241)  with  Notes  added  by 
I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  #LM-12.  Translation  by 
Numismatic  Department , Sulemaniye  Cami. 

During  the  long  reign  of  Mahmut  II  (1223/55  H.)  lasting  31  years,  4 
days,  gold  coins  were  minted  in  different  ways,  with  different  orna- 
mentation, with  various  names  and  designs.  Great  care  was  applied  to 
the  coining  and  the  confusion  noticeable  in  the  gold  coins  of  former 
reigns  was  avoided.  Each  type  of  gold  coin  was  named  according  to 
the  design  on  it.  (Ed.  - Hence  the  difficulty  of  an  actual  trans- 
lation for  the  different  types.) 

The  coins  were  in  use  (minted)  during  the  following  periods: 


Istanbul:  Istanbul  Zeri  Mahbubu  (*1) 

Other  varieties 

Rumt  or  Attk  (Old)  Rumt 

Cedid  (New)  Rumt  or  Mahmudiye 
(from  legend) 

Darulhilafe  or  Surre  gold  series 
Adli  (The  Just)  or  Atik  Adli 


Cedid  (New)  Adliye 
Hayriye  or  SandTklT 

Cedid  Mahmudiye 


Year  1 thru  6 
Year  7 thru  12 

Year  9 thru  13 

Year  9 thru  15 


Year  15  thru  16 

Year  15  thru  19 
^ adli  altin  until 
end  of  reign 

Year  17  thru  23 

Year  21  thru  24 
(in  Misr  until  yr  31) 

Year  26  and  on. 


Although  the  weight  of  the  first  gold  coins  was  equal  to  the  basic 
weight  of  the  zeri  mahbub  (*I),  half  a miskal  (1  miskal  - 24  carats, 

1 carat  - 0.200  grams),  from  the  15th  regnal  year  on  the  weight  of 
the  gold  coins  was  approximately  a half  dirhem  (1  dirhem  - 3.207g). 
The  fractional  parts  of  these  coins  are  in  the  same  proportions.  The 
standards  of  the  various  series  are  shown  below. 


Carat 

Nakire  (*2) 

1/1000 

Old  Rumt 

22 

30 

956.25 

Hayriye 

20 

30 

873 

Old  Adli 

19 

29 

830 

Istanbul  or  New  Rumt 

19 

6 

800 

New  Adliye 

17 

30 

748 

The  standards  of  these  various  gold  coins  were  somewhat  reduced  in 
later  years  of  the  reign. 
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(*1)  Zeri  Mahbubu:  gold  coins  of  a smaller  diameter  and  of  less 

weight  were  minted  in  addition  to  the  gold  coin  series  existing 
since  the  reign  of  Ahmet  III.  Two  types  were  issued: 

Zeri  Mahbubu  12  carats  2.406  grams 

Half  Z M 6 carats  1.203  grams 

(*2)  NakTre,  or  more  correctly,  Mukre,  is  the  planchet. 


NOTES 

The  gold  coins  of  the  reign  of  Mahmut  II  are  plentiful  and  varied. 

The  Turkish  catalogue  of  Nuri  Pere  is  the  standard  work  in  modern 
Turkish  for  the  Ottoman  Empire,  though  CUneyet  Olfer  has  written  some 
specialized  catalogues,  out  of  print. 


When  the  Ottoman  currency  is  mentioned  to  Western  collectors  they  think 
in  terms  only  of  the  coins  minted  in  Istanbul  (Kostantiniye  - Islambol). 
Nuri  Pere  included  the  imperial  mints. 

Thus,  NP  numbers  739/41,  the  old  Sultani  series,  must  be  looked  for  in 
Craig  or  Krause/Mishler  catalogs  under  Algiers  (Cezayir),  1 20/1 32a ; 

Nos.  777/87  under  Egypt  (Misr),  118/138;  and  nos.  788/91  under  Tripoli/ 
Libya,  2 10/2 18a. 

In  the  above  cases,  note  that  Nuri  Pere  has  only  the  barest  scattering 
of  coins  represented,  except  in  the  case  of  Egypt  which  was  always 
closer  in  mint  (and  other)  matters  than  the  rest  of  the  empire. 

Istanbul  Zeri  Mahbibu  Series  (N.P.)  Zeri  Mahbub.  The  Beloved.  (Craig) 


1/2  Zeri  Mahbub 
(Cr.  209,  NP  750) 


748/9 

750 

751 

752 

753 

754 

755 

* Craig  does  not  distinguish 


1/4  Zeri  Mahbub  (Altin) 
(Cr.  218a,  NP  753) 


210 

209,209a 
218 
218  * 
218a 
218c 


ign  varieties. 


Rumt  or  Attk  Rurnt  Series  (N.P.) 

736 

757 


Rumi  Series  (Craig) 

213 

212 

212 
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2 Rvmi  Altin 
(Cr.  214,  NP  736) 


Cedid  Rumi  - Mahmudiye  (legend)  New  Rumi  Series 
(N.P. ) (Crai g) 


758  217 

759  215 


Adi i Altini  (N.P.) 

760/761 

762 


The  Just  Series  (Craig) 

210a 

209a 

(219b) 


Darulhilafe  Altini  (N.P.) 


Seat  of  the  Caliphate  Series  (Craig) 
Surre  Elaliye  (from  legend) 


763 

764 

765 


Surre  Altin 
(Cr.  221a,  NP  763) 

221a 

220a 

219a 


Ba$ka  Tazada  Darulhilafe  (N.P.)  Surre  Esseniye  (legend)  (Craig) 


766 

767 

768 


221 

220 

219 


Cedid  Adliye  (N.P. ) 


New  Just  Series 


Altin 


(Craig) 


(Cr.  230,  NP  769) 
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769 

N 

230 

770 

229 

771 

228 

772  al  Mahrusa 

227 

Cedi  d Mahnudiye  (N.P.) 


New  Mahmudiye  Series  (Craig) 


Cedid  Mahnudiye 
(Cr.  241 , NP  773) 


773 

774 

775 

776 

Hayriye  Series  (N.P.) 


241 

240 

239 

237 

Hayriye  Series  (Craig) 


1 Hayriye  Altin 
(Cr.  233a , NP  743) 

234a 

233a 

232a 


2 Hayriye  Altin 
(Cr.  234a,  NP  742) 


742  Edirne  Mint  Visit  Issue 

743  Edirne  Mint  Visit  Issue 

744  Edirne  Mint  Visit  Issue 


2 Hayriye  Altin 

Hayriye  Altin 

(Cr.  234,  NP  745) 

(Cr.  233,  NP  233) 

745  Constantinople 

234 

746  Constantinople 

233 

747  Constantinople 

232 

The  above  cross-reference  is  based  on  Osmanlilarda  Madeni  Paralar,  by 
Nuri  Pere  (Istanbul  1968)  and  Coins  of  the  World,  by  W.  D.  Craig. 
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Addenda 


Additional  Nure  Pere  numbers  are  found  as  follows: 

Mesopotamia/Iraq  NP  738  / Cr.  185 

(Actually  a vilayet  or  province  of  the  Empire) 


Algiers  (Cazayir,  Jezair) 

II 

II 

Tripoli  (Trablus  Garp) 

II 

II 

II 

Egypt  (Misr) 

Turkey 

II 

II 


Cr.  213  (Turkey)  is  not  in  N.P. 


NP  738  / Cr.  132 

NP  740  / Cr.  128 

NP  741  / Cr.  125 

NP  788  / Cr.  218 

NP  789  / 

NP  790  / 

NP  791  / Cr.  210 

NP  777/787 

NP  755  / Cr.  218a 

(Has  "875"  below  the  tugra,  i.e. 
21  carat  gol d. ) 

NP  760  / Cr.  210a 

(Tam  atik  Adit  AltinT) 

NP  761  / Cr.  210a,  but  yrs.  17-20. 
(The  definitive  (final)  form  of 
Adi T first  appears  in  yr.  17.) 

If  it  were,  it  would  be  756A. 


★★***★**★★****  ***★★■*■  ■*■★★**★**★★★**★★★*★★*★***★★★**■*•***+ ★*★★***★  ********* 

CITY  OF  THE  GORDIAN  KNOT 

by  the  late  Larry  Devine , NI  # 1832 


Only  Tyche  on  reverse! 


BYTHINIAj  JULIOPOLIS , Ca.  202  AD.  AE  28.  Laureated  head  of  Cara- 
calla  rt.  Rev : I OV A IOFI  OA  EITftN;  Tyehe  of  Juliopolis  standing  l. 
holding  steering  oar  and  cornucopia.  Very  Rare , VF. 

This  is  the  ancient  city  of  Gordium,  location  of  the  famous,  intricate 
Gordian  knot;  legend  had  it  that  whoever  could  open  the  knot  would  be 
master  of  all  Asia.  When  Alexander  came  to  it,  he  contemplated  for  a 
moment,  then  cut  open  the  knot  to  fulfil  the  prophesy 
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"THE  WIDOW’S  MITE" --  WHAT  WAS  IT? 


by  Lee  Grossman,  San  Antonio , Texas , TNA  3545,  NI  #1707 


Alexander  Jannaeus,  103-76  B.C. 

I'm  not  sure  that  this  story  will  answer  the  above  question.  I tried 
to  obtain  whatever  information  I could,  and,  truthfully,  there  was 
not  much. 

My  copy  of  the  Holy  Bible  is  an  authorized  King  James  version  --  red 
letter  edition.  It  is  possibly  older  than  many  of  you  reading  this 
story.  I have  enjoyed  reading  the  Bible  - the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
- especially  EZEKIEL,  Chapter  1,  Verse  1,  and  Chapter  10,  Verse  10. 
This  book  describes  the  meeting  of  the  Prophet  Ezekiel  and  the  "wheel 
within  the  wheel".  The  author  of  the  best-seller  "Chariots  of  the 
Gods"  claims  that  Ezekiel  was  describing  his  encounter  with  a "space- 
traveller".  At  least  that  is  what  Von  Daniken  implies;  that  Ezekiel 
saw  the  UFO  with  someone  aboard.  The  book  advances  the  theory  that 
Earth  has  been  visited  by  travelers  from  outer  space  for  thousands  of 
years.  Fact  or  fiction?  God  only  knows  - and  He  won't  tell! 

In  reading  the  Gospel,  according  to  ST.  MARK,  Chapter  12,  Verse  41, 
states:  "And  Jesus  sat  over  against  the  treasury,  and  beheld  how  the 
people  cast  money  into  the  treasury:  and  many  that  were  rich  cast  in 
much. " 

And  Verse  42  reads  "And  there  came  a certain  poor  widow,  and  she  threw 
in  two  mites,  which  make  a farthing." 

Jesus  then  told  his  disciples  that  "the  rich  has  cast  in  from  their 
abundance,  but  the  widow  had  cast  in  all  that  she  had."  (ST.  MARK, 
Chapter  12,  Verse  44). 

Mel  Wacks  is  an  authority  on  ancient  Biblical  coinage  and  has  a column 
"Biblical  Numismatics"  in  World  Coin  Hews.  In  his  story  in  the  August 
24,  1982  issue,  he  writes  that  "no  one  type  (coin)  can  be  specified 
with  a degree  of  certainty  since  coins  circulated  for  a long  time  and 
many  different  types  from  the  Macabees  to  the  Hadrians  and  Procurators 
were  in  use  at  the  time  of  Jesus." 

Wacks  further  points  out  that  the  Jewish  Temple  would  be  more  apt  to 
take  only  the  Hasmonaeans  (Macabees)  coins  with  their  Hebrew  inscrip- 
tions than  the  newer  Greek  inscribed  coins.  He  also  indicated  that 
any  of  the  small  bronzes  issued  by  the  Maccabees  would  be  good  candi- 
dates for  the  "Widow's  Mite".  Wacks  wrote  "Most  often  this  type  coin, 
issued  by  Alexander  Jannaeus  (103-76  BC)  is  referred  to  as  the  most 
probable  "Widow's  Mite".  He  did  not  dispute  ST.  MARK,  Chapter  12, 
Verse  42,  relative  to  "two  mites,  which  make  a farthing". 

My  Bible  indicates  that  ST.  MARK,  Chapter  12,  took  place  in  33  A.D. 
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Further,  ST.  MATTHEW,  Chapter  5,  Verse  16  reads  "Verily  I say  unto 
thee,  thou  shalt  not  by  no  means  come  out  thence,  til  thou  has  paid 
the  uttermost  farthing".  This  was  spoken  by  Jesus  in  31  AD.  In  St. 
LUKE,  Chapter  12,  Verse  6,  Jesus  remarks  "Are  not  five  sparrows  sold 
for  two  farthings,  and  not  one  of  them  is  forgotten  before  God?"  This 
also  occured  in  33  AD. 


Some  experts  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  mites  were  leptons,  the  , 

smallest  bronze  coins  used  in  Greece.  Mel  Wacks  doubts  this.  But  ' 

what  of  the  expression  "farthing"?  Nowhere  can  I find  mention  of 
farthings  in  31  or  33  AD,  except  in  the  King  James  version  of  the 
Bible.  According  to  those  translators,  a mite  would  be  equal  to  1/2 
farthing.  (ST.  MARK,  Chapter  12,  Verse  42). 

About  five  or  six  years  ago,  I seem  to  recall  reading  an  article  by  a 
Louis  Haynes,  in  COINS  magazine,  about  the  phrase  "farthing".  I believe 
he  mentioned  the  derivation  of  the  word  as  being  from  the  Anglo-Saxon 
word  "feuthering" , meaning  one-forth.  Seems  as  though  Haynes  said  something 
about  the  fact  that  prior  to  the  1250's  AD  the  only  "feutherings"  were 
the  quarter  pieces  that  were  cut  from  the  silver  pennies.  I also  have 
read  articles  that  say  the  first  "farthings"  were  coined  during  the 
reign  of  England's  Edward  I (1272-1307  AD). 


I doubt  that  the  term  "farthing"  was  used  or  even  known  in  31  or  33  AD. 
I feel  it  was  merely  the  interpretations  of  the  English  translators 
in  an  attempt  to  put  a value  to  the  mite  - be  it  a lepton  or  Hasmonaean 
bronze  - in  order  that  readers  of  the  King  James  translation,  would 
have  an  idea  as  to  the  coin's  value  during  their  time  period.  Based 
on  this  assumption,  the  "Widow's  Mite"  was  one-eighth  of  an  English 
penny. 

THE  JERUSALEM  BIBLE,  edited  in  Paris,  France,  shows  MARK:  xii:  41-42- 
43,  in  this  manner  - "He  sat  down  opposite  the  treasury  and  watched 
the  people  putting  money  into  the  treasury,  and  many  of  the  rich  put 
in  a great  deal.  A poor  widow  came  and  put  in  two  small  coins,  the 
equivalent  of  a penny".  Note  that  this  version  uses  the  word  "penny" 
instead  of  "farthing".  Hard  to  believe  that  English  coinage  12  cen- 
turies later  showed  that  a farthing  was  one-fourth  of  a penny. 


To  further  confuse  my  research,  the  NEW  WESTMINSTER  DICTIONARY  OF  THE 
BIBLE,  edited  by  Henry  Snider  Gehmas  in  1970,  contained  some  startling 
revelations.  The  volume  states  that  the  lepton,  a small  copper  coin, 
was  called  a "mite".  However,  it  was  NOT  the  lepton  of  the  Greek 
system,  but  was  the  smallest  copper  coin  in  circulation  at  the  time 
in  Judaea.  It  was  apparently  a Jewish  coin,  for  only  Jewish  money  was 
allowed  to  be  offered  in  the  Temple,  and  it  was  probably  "a  copper 
coin  issued  by  John  Hyrcanus  or  another  Maccabean  prince".  The  value 
is  estimated  at  1/8  cent  and  equal  to  half  of  a quadran.  A quadran 
was  1/4  part  of  an  As  or  1/4  cent.  Translations  changed  quadran  to 
"farthing"  and  "penny". 

During  the  first  century  AD,  money  of  the  Roman  Empire  circulated.  The 
denarius  (the  basic  unit  in  the  New  Testaments)  was  a silver  coin  and 
"was  the  day's  wages  of  a rural  worker".  It  was  equivalent  to  about 
16  cents,  and  was  on  par  with  the  silver  drachma. 


The  Roman  As  (the  Greek  name  was  Assarion)  was  a small  copper  coin 
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worth  1/16  of  a denarius  or  about  1 cent.. 

Odd  as  it  may  seem,  the  denarius,  as  and  quadrans  are  also  called 
"farthings"  and  "penny"  in  the  modern  versions  of  the  Holy  Bible.  ST. 
LUKE,  Chapter  12,  Verse  59  refers  to  the  "mite",  while  ST.  MATTHEW, 
Chapter  5,  Verse  26  refers  to  the  "farthing". 

Apparently,  in  the  Eastern  provinces,  coinage  of  small  values  was 
locally  minted  by  the  ruling  dynasty,  by  procurators  or  by  cities, 
in  rough  conformity  with  the  As. 

The  Hasmonaean  Dynasty  began  with  Mattathias  and  his  sons,  who  fled 
into  the  hills  to  escape  the  Seleucid  rule.  He  died  soon  after  (about 
166  BC)  and  his  third  son,  Judas  Maccabaeus,  succeeded  him.  Maccabaeus 
meant  "The  Hammerer".  Judas  was  probably  one  of  the  great  generals 
in  Jewish  history.  In  165  BC,  he  led  his  insurgent  army  into  Jerusalem, 
purified  the  Temple  (used  for  Greek  rites  during  the  preceeding  three 
years),  and  restored  the  Jewish  ritual.  This  purification  and  res- 
toration is  commemorated  by  the  Jewish  festival  called  Hanukkah. 

Jonathan,  youngest  son  of  Mattathias,  succeeded  Judas,  who  was  killed 
in  161  BC.  He  continued  fighting  for  many  years.  A pretender  to  the 
Syrian  throne,  decided  to  crush  Jewish  power.  Jonathan  was  taken 
prisoner  and  executed  in  142  BC.  Simon  Maccabee,  second  son  of  Mat- 
tathias, succeeded  Jonathan.  Simon  was  chosen  by  the  Jewish  people 
to  be  high  priest  and  civil  governor.  After  six  years  of  prosperous 
rule,  Simon  was  treacherously  assassinated  by  his  son-in-law,  who  was 
his  chief  rival  for  power.  Simon's  son,  John  Hyrcanus,  succeeded  his 
father,  and  ruled  from  134  to  104  BC.  He  refused  to  be  proclaimed  as 
King  of  Judaea,  and  was  content  to  rule  over  a court.  He  designated 
himself  as  high  priest  and  leader  of  the  Jewish  commonwealth.  He  also 
had  coins  struck  with  his  name  on  them.  His  son,  Aristobulus  I,  suc- 
ceeded him  and  ruled  as  King  of  Judaea  for  a year. 

Alexander  Jannaeus,  brother  of  Aristobulus  I,  succeeded  him  in  103  BC. 

He  became  king  and  high  priest  through  marriage  to  his  brother's  widow 
and  followed  his  father's  (John  Hyrcancus)  policies  in  conquering  sur- 
rounding territories,  and  extending  the  boundaries  of  the  Hasmonaean 
kingdom  to  their  furthest  points.  He  was  considered  to  be  dictatorial 
and  ruthless,  and  his  reign  was  marked  by  intrigues  and  internal  strife. 
He  was  killed  in  battle  in  76  BC.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  widow, 

Salome  Alexandra,  who  ruled  as  Queen  of  Judaea  from  76  to  her  death 
in  67  BC.  Her  sons,  Hyrcanus  II  and  Aristobulus  II,  fought  each  other 
for  years  to  seize  control,  but  finally  agreed  to  rule  jointly.  When 
Aristobulus  II  died  in  40  BC,  his  son  Antigonus  II,  seized  Hyrcanus  II 
and  exiled  his  uncle  and  family.  He  proclaimed  himself  King  of  Judaea, 
but  the  next  year,  Herod  the  Great  was  declared  King.  Antigonus  was 
captured  and  put  to  death  in  37  BC.  Hyrcanus  II  was  allowed  back,  but 
became  involved  in  an  intrigue  against  Herod  and  was  charged  with 
participating  in  a conspiracy  and  was  executed  in  30  BC,  thus  ending 
the  Hasmonaean  Dynasty. 

The  coin  I have  is  a small  copper  coin  attributed  to  Alexander  Jannaeus, 
King  of  Judaea  from  103  to  76  BC.  It  is  in  only  fair  condition  and  is 
considered  to  be  a "widow's  mite".  It  was  purchased  from  a reputable 
dealer,  who  deals  in  ancient  coins.  Most  coins  considered  to  be  mites 
are  fairly  reasonable  in  price.  Those  in  good  and  very  good  condition 
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can  be  bought  for  under  $25.00. 

My  thanks  to  Father  Charles  Miller  and  Ms.  Dixie  Wilson,  of  the  Theol- 
ogy Graduate  Academic  Dept.,  St.  Mary's  University,  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
for  their  assistance  in  helping  research  some  of  the  data,  in  the 
university's  fine  library. 

I also  wish  to  express  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  Mel  Wacks  and  Louis 
Haynes  for  some  of  the  information  I got  from  their  excellent  articles 
in  World  Coin  News  and  Coins  Magazine.  Last  but  not  least,  "merci 
beaucoup"  to  John  G.  Cull,  Ph.D.  for  his  recommendations  regarding 
research  materi al . 

After  all  this  research,  what  do  we  know  about  the  "Widow's  mite"?  Well, 
it  was  probably  a Hasmonaean  small  copper  coin  known  as  a lepton,  but 
called  a "mite",  and  a coin  that  would  have  readily  been  accepted  by  the 
Jews  in  their  Temple,  and  probably  not  a Roman  As  or  a Greek  Lepton. 
Further,  that  the  value  of  a "mite"  was  about  1/8  cent. 

And  after  all  the  reading  I've  done  on  this  subject  and  the  help  I've 
received  from  experts  in  this  field,  I can  accept  the  above.  The 
question  now  is:  Do  you? 


********************************************************************** 


IRISH  NUMISMATICS  bimonthly  publication  publishes  its  last  Issue 

Derek  Young,  Editor  of  IRISH  NUMISMATICS , reports  in  the  Sept-Oct.  1983 
issue  Editorial  "We  felt  deeply  that  Ireland  should  have  a numismatic 
publication  of  which  it  could  be  proud.  But  economics  forced  use  to 
limit  our  ideals  until  we  were  forced  into  a position  where  we  could 
not  afford  to  do  justice  to  the  standards  we  had  set  for  ourselves." 

IRISH  NUMISMATICS  began  publishing  in  January  1968  and  will  continue 
to  publish  one  more  issue  the  NOV-DEC.  1983  issue  (Vol.  16,  Issue 
No.  95)  "to  round  things  off  and  complete  Volume  16",  Derek  con- 
tinues. 

"We  have  held  grimly  on  until  the  present  moment  when  it  has  become 
impossible  to  continue,"  and  adds,  "Possibly  the  rot  set  in  last 
February  when  we  were  the  victims  of  a very  damaging  robbery.  But, 
on  top  of  that,  printing  and  distribution  costs  have  soared  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  is  no  longer  viable  to  continue  publication.  We 
think  it  is  disgraceful  that  anyone  should  pay  £1.20  for  the  slim 
volume  we  produce"-"  We  are  paying  a massive  23%  V.A.T.  (Value  Added 
Tax)  on  printing  and  setting  and  we  just  do  not  see  why  we  should 
continue  to  subsidise  a completely  uncomprehending  government  which 
is  destroying  the  fabric  of  society..." 

Derek  concludes  by  saying  "We  also  do  not  intend  to  cease  numismatic 
publishing  altogether  and  hope  to  produce  a comprehensive  index  to 
the  publication  as  well  as  a volume  on  'Northern  Ireland  Banknotes' 
in  the  near  future." 

As  for  IRISH  NUMISMATICS  Editor  Derek  Young  holds  out  the  possibility 
of  the  publication  continuing  under  different  management.  A welcome 
hope  for  a fine  Irish  Numismatic  publication. 
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THE  ORE  COINS  OF  THE  NORTH 
IN  THE  COURSE  OF  TIME 


Then  name  "0re"  originates  from  the  Roman  gold  coin  denoting  Nummus 

AUREUS. 

As  an  indication  of  weight  the  Northern  0re  was  identified  with  the 
Roman  Ounce  of  27  grams. 

This  Nordic  0re  was,  in  the  early  medieval  times  in  Scandinavia,  the 
designation  as  well  for  the  weight  as  also  for  the  value  = 1/8  of  the 

Mark. 

The  0re  since  1875  is  the  smallest  unit  = 1/100  of  the  Krone  (crown) 
in  the  now  valid  Scandinavian  currencies  (Iceland  included). 


by  Tyge  Stfndergaard,  Naestved,  Denmark,  NI  ft 1944 


OLD  NORSE 
SWEDISH 
NORWEGIAN 
DANISH 


EYRE 

Ore 

0RE 

0RE 


ICELANDIC 


EYRIR  (plural  AURAR) 


Lands  -of  the  Scandinavian  Monetary  Union 
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DENMARK: 


The  King,  Canute  of  Denmark  (1018-1035)  --  King  of  England  1016-1035 
--  organized  (about  1020)  the  coinage  system  after  the  Anglo-Saxon 
model  and  let  coins  be  struck  in  a row  of  cities.  The  cities  of  LUND 
(in  Scandia)  and  R0SKILDE  (in  Zealand)  were  the  outstanding  ones. 

The  system  was : 

1 MARK  (ca.  216  grams)  = 8 0re  = 24  0vtug  = 240  Pennies. 

Just  the  Pennies  were  coined,  but  the  content  of  silver  was  reduced 
l/3rd  in  the  year  1231,  1/5  in  the  year  1284,  1/10  and  much  lesser 
under  ERIK  MENVED  (1286-1319)  and  KRIST0FFER  II  (1319-1333)  in  Zealand 
and  in  Jutland. 


Around  1377  minting  under  the  old  Mark/0rtug  ceased.  Denmark's  0ve 
coins  were  part  of  the  Scandinavian  Mint  (Monetary)-Uni on  from  its 
erection  in  1873. 


1874  sau  Denmark's  first  Decimal 
coinage  issue 3 and  for  the  Monetary 
union.  Coins  of  Christian  IX. 


, 5 0re 


Copper 


Silver 
10  & 25 
0re 


ICELAND: 


From  930  +il  1262  Iceland  was  a sovereign  state,  becoming  then  under 
Norwegian  rule  and  in  1380,  together  with  Norway,  it  came  under  Danish 
soverei gntv. 

After  the  Danish-Icelandic  statute  of  Nov.  30th  1918,  Iceland  became, 
from  Dec.  1st  1918,  again  a sovereign  country,  but  was,  in  a personal 
union,  still  connected  with  Denmark;  the  Dani sh  King  was  also  King  of 
Iceland. 


1922  coin  of  Christian  IX  1940  also  Copper-Nickel 
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The  23rd  of  May  1944  a plebicite  in  Iceland  on  the  nationality  of  its 
future  decided,  that  from  June  17th,  Iceland  should  be  a quite  free 
and  independent  republic. 

Iceland  has  kept  the  Krone/ five  system;  the  first  Icelandic  five  coins 
were  the  10  and  15  Auvav  from  the  year  1922. 

GREENLAND: 

Together  with  Norway  and  Iceland  also  Greenland  fell  to  Denmark  in  the 
year  1380,  and  for  almost  600  years  Greenland's  state  of  affairs  was 
the  role  as  a colony;  this  status  came  to  an  end  in  1953  when  Greenland 
got  its  constitution  as  part  of  Denmark;  note  the  Danish  commemorative 
2 Kroner  with  the  map  of  Greenland  commemorating  the  event  (with  the 
typical  drawbacks  for  the  tax-payers  in  the  mother  country,  Denmark; 
in  other  words,  there  have  not  been,  up  to  this  day,  anything  but 
expenses). 


Denmark's  Comment,  for  Greenland  Constitution 

The  first  Green landic  fire  coins,  current  in  the  entire  territory,  were 
the  25  and  50  fire  coins  from  1926. 


1926  - Greenland's  first  coinage , with/w.o  hole.  C-N. 


1926  50  fire  in  Al-Br. 

In  1967  the  special  Greenlandic  coins  were  repealed,  and  the  Danish 
currency  was  introduced. 
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THE  FAEROE  ISLANDS: 


With  Norway,  Iceland  and  Greenland  also  the  Faeroe  Island  came  under 
Danish  sovereignty  in  1380. 

Although  the  Faeroe  Islands  possess  its  own  Parliament  (the  LAGTING) 
and  its  own  national  flag,  they  are  still  a part  of  Denmark. 

The  Faeroe  Islands  never  have  had  their  own  coins,  apart  from  the 
1,2,5,10  and  25  0ve  during  World  War  II  in  1941. 


They  look  just  like  the  Danish  ones  from  the  time  of  1926-40,  but  — 
the  mint  mark  of  the  Copenhagen  mint,  a Heart,  is  lacking,  because  they 
were  minted  in  London  during  the  war-time,  during  which  the  Islands 
were  occupied  by  the  British  forces! 


NORWAY: 


By  inheritance  Norway  in  1380  came  under  Danish  sovereignty  and  was  con- 
nected to  Denmark  until  The  Peace  of  Kiel  on  Jan.  14th  1814.  In  this 
treaty  the  Danish  King  to  the  benefit  of  the  Swedish  King  had  to  re- 
linquish all  rights  in  Norway,  and  in  return  the  Danish  King  got  the 
Swedish  part  of  Pomerania  and  the  Island  of  RUgen. 

In  the  year  1815  Denmark  made  a change  with  Prussia.  In  exchange  for 
Pomerania  (with  RUgen)  got  the  Duchy  of  Lauenburg  and  2 Million  Talers, 
Prussia  currency. 

Lauenburg  remained  Danish  til  after  the  Prussian-Austrian  War  against 
Denmark,  1864,  when  it  was  incorporated  in  Prussia  with  together  with 
the  Danish  duchies  of  Slesvig  and  Holstein  (including  the  Isle  of  Femern). 

From  November  4th  1814  til  Oct.  26th  1905  Norway  was  in  a personal 
union  with  Sweden  (i.e.  the  Swedish  King  also  was  the  King  of  Norway). 

And  from  1905  Norway  is  an  independent  state.  The  Danish  prince  Carl 
was  crowned  King  of  Norway  under  the  name  of  Haakon  VII. 
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Norway  issued  its  first  decimal  Ore  coins  in  1874  a year  after  its 
entry  into  the  Scandinavian  Coin  Union.  Its  dual  denominations  coins 
are  shown  above. 

SWEDEN  : 


As  already  touched  on  the  nominal  conditions  in  Scandinavia  during 
the  Middle  Ages  were: 

1 0re  = 1/8  Mark  = 3 0rtug  = 24  Penninge  in  Svealand; 

30  Penninge  in  Scandia,  Norway. and  Zealand;  36  Penninge 
on  the  islands  of  Gotland  and  Gland  and  probably  in  parts 
of  SmSland  and  Jutland;  48  Penninge  in  GOtaland. 

In  contradistinction  to  Denmark  and  Norway,  where  at  the  end  of  the 
14th  century  the  Skillings  method  of  calculation  superseded  the  (/re 
method  of  monetary  calculation,  in  Sweden,  the  Svealands  method  of 
/ re  calculation  survived  and  was  adopted  for  the  whole  Kingdom. 


The  First  Swedish  Silver  'Ore  1522 

The  0 re  coins  were  first  in  1522  by  Gustav  Vasa  and  the  coining  con- 
tinued for  about  100  years  in  Silver  with  the  nominal  values  of  1/2, 
1,  2,  4,  8,  12,  15  and  16  Ore. 


1625  1 Dre 


shown  here 


The  first  copper  'dre  coins  were  the  square  1/2  & 1/4  Dre  from  1624. 
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The  copper  coins  were  introduced  in  1624  and  here  occur,  besides  the 
nominal  values  mentioned  by  the  silver  coins,  also  1/6,  1/4  and  2-1/2 

Ore . 

In  1638  the  copper  1 Ore  for  some  tire  was  fixed  at  51.5  gram. 


1 Ore  from  the  1st  Period  (1624-1778) . 

1772  issue  shown 

After  some  time  with  the  Skillings  method  of  monetary  calculation, 
again  from  1855  Sweden  returned  to  minting  Ore  coins: 

1 Rigsdaler  (Rixdollar)  =100  Ore 


Oscar  25  Ore  1857 

The  first  coins  in  the  Riksmynt  period  from  1855  to  1873  were:  the 
10  and  25  Ore.  Shown  are  1857  issues.  Here  we  also  saw  released  the 
odd  denominations  of  1/2  Ore  1856,  1857,  1858  and  1867  (shown). 


The  first  coins  in  Sweden's  Krone/Ore  period  beginning  in  1873  and 
"still  going  strong"  are  1,  2,  5,  10,  25  Ore  1874. 


1874  1 Ore  obverses  Oscar  II’s  1874  2 Ore  coins  also 

with  short  8 tall  legends  exhibiting  the  short  & talllegends 
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Oscar  II 's  copper  5 Ore  coin-Short3  Tall  obv.  legends 


10  Ore  Silver  - 1874  - 


25  Ore  Silver 


Ib£=S£AMDIMAyiAM=CDIN  = l|MIDM 

In  the  year  1873  a coin-convention  was  made  between  Sweden,  Norway 
and  Denmark  (becoming  Danish  law  of  May  23rd  1873;  Swedish  law  of 
June  26th  1873;  and  under  Norwegian  law  of  October  the  1st  1873). 

In  all  countries  it  came  into  force  from  January  the  1st  1875. 

Through  this  the  KRONE/0re  coins  were  introduced  in  the  three 
countries  (1  Krone  = 100  0re). 

The  coin  union  assumed  that  the  circulating  coins  in  each  country 
also  were  equally  current  in  the  two  other  countries. 

The  coin  union,  in  so  far  as  the  reciprocity  of  the  currency  concerns, 
in  1924  was  abolished,  although  only  ir  regard  to  the  small  coins. 

The  main  coins  (5,  10,  20  KRONER  in  Gold)  today  still  are  legal 
tender  inside  the  three  countries  (although  the  gold  standard  long 
since  has  been  suspended). 

A person  with  say  Danish  10  and  20  Kroner  in  Gold  coins  could  go 
shopping  or  pay  taxes  in  Norway  and  Sweden.  But  this  does  not  happen, 
because  the  pay  (face)-value  only  is  that  of  the  denomination;  long 
since  the  gold  or  collector  value  of  the  coins  is  up  to  100  times  the 
denomination  value. 


Since  1874  the  coins  of  1,2,5,10,25  and  50  0re  (in  Denmark  --in  Green- 
land - the  50  0re  was  not  issued)  are  minted  with  various  portraits 
and  designs,  with  and  without  holes  and  in  various  alloys  (coin-silver, 
bronze,  copper-nickel,  iron,  aluminum  and  zinc). 


Upon  reviewing  the  above  information  a lot  of  questions  turn  up  to  be 
answered  by  interested  coin-friends. 

Most  questions  can  be  answered  in  various  Encyclopedias,  Statute  books, 
at  Mints  and  Museums  and  Coin  books. 
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Of  special  interest  will  be: 

1)  Which  nominal  values  of  0ve  coins  can  be  found  in  the  time  from 
1522  up  til  today,  and  which  types  from  the  single  periods. 

2)  The  number  of  minted  coins  from  each  year 

3)  The  alloy  facts  concerning  each  coin  type 

4)  Weight,  fine-weight,  diameter,  diameter  of  center  holes,  thickness, 
shape  of  edge 

5)  Inscriptions  and  the  figures  of  speech 

6)  The  medallist,  the  mintmaster,  the  assayer,  the  mint  marks 

7)  The  motivation,  either  economical,  political,  or  mercantile  for 
introduction  as  also  for  cessation  of  the  single  nominal  values 
in  the  course  of  time. 

These  final  remarks  are  meant  as  a piece  of  good  advice  for  the  begin- 
ners, who  often  do  not  know  all  that  is  hidden  in  his  collection,  and 
who  is  satisfied  with  the  difference  and  the  multitudinosity. 

"He  shall  be  amazed  and  glad  when  he  learns,  which  interesting  study 
possibilities  lie  even  in  his  small  collection,  as  well  technically 
and  artistically  as  also  historically,  geographically,  commercially 
and  political ly." 

Useful  Literature  to  this  Theme: 

Siegs  Mtfntkatalog : Danmark,  Gvrfnland,  Foerdevne,  Island  (.1808  —)■ 

Hobson  & Nathorst-BOOs;  Munzkatalog  Skandina.vien  (1534  -) 

Lembit:  Svenska  Mynthandboken  (1844-)  and  Norska  Mynthandboken  (1670- ) 
Ake  Ohlmark:  100  Svenska  Myntgrupper  (1978) 

★★★*★★*★★★★***★★★***★★★*★***★**★★***★*★*★★★*★★*★*★**★★★***★★******★**★ 
HONDURAS  - NEW  5-CENTAVO  TYPE 


by  John  DeMarais,  Dallas,  Texas,  NI  # 1539 

In  the  middle  of  the  1970's , the  Honduran  government  altered  its  small 
denomination  coins  because  of  high  cost  of  producing  additional  pieces 
on  the  standard  used  from  1931  to  1972.  For  some  unfortunate  reason, 
the  new  2-centavo  coins  and  5-centavo  coins  turned  out  to  be  almost 
identical.  Both  were  21mm  in  diameter  and  of  the  same  type.  The  2- 
centavo  coin  was  struck  in  copper-clad  steel  while  the  5-centavo  coin 
was  struck  in  brass. 

To  resolve  this  confusing  situation,  new  5-centavo  pieces  in  cupro- 
nickel dated  1980  have  been  released.  The  new  coin  uses  the  same 
style  of  dies  as  the  brass  1975  issue.  It  is  21mm  in  diameter  and 
has  a plain  edge. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  if  the  brass  10-centavo  coin  will  also 
be  replaced  by  a cupro-nickel  piece.  The  brass  ten  is  not  confused 
with  any  other  Honduran  coins,  so  any  change  will  be  for  the  sake  of 
uni formi ty . 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research 
purposes,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 
C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
mints  for  the  particular  year. 

BELGIUM:  Cl  - 1862;  C2  - 1836,  1846,  1863;  C3  - 1837,  1848,  1851; 

Cy  - 1861,  1862,  1863;  C7  - CX  (1864);  C8  - 1861;  C14  - 1853;  Y1  - 
1874,  1902,  1907;  Yla  - 1901,  1907;  Y2  - 1870,  1875,  1876,  1905,  1909; 
Y2a  - 1902;  Y3  - 1895;  Y3a  - 1901;  Y4  - 1894;  Y4a  - 1894,  1895;  Y5a  - 

1886;  Y6  - 1866,  1869;  Y7  - 1867;  Y12  - 1902,  1903,  1904,  1905;  Y12a  - 

1902,  1903,  1906;  Y13  - 1901,  1902,  1903,  1904;  Y 1 3a  - 1904,  1905; 

Y14  - 1909;  Y16  - C;  Y16a  - 1909;  Y18a  - 1909;  Y22  - 1912;  Y22a  - 
C;  Y23  - 1914,  1919;  Y23a  - 1912,  1919;  Y24  - 1910,  1914,  1920;  Y24b  - 

1910,  1922,  1924,  1925,  1927;  Y24c  - C;  Y25  - 1921,  1923;  Y25b  - 1920, 

1924,  1926,  1927,  1928;  Y26  - 1913,  1921,  1923,  1926,  1927;  Y26a  - 

1922,  1926,  1927,  1928,  1929;  Y27  - 1922,  1928,  1939,  1932  1933;  Y27a 

1930,  1932,  1933;  Y28  - CX  (1928/3),  1929,  1931);  Y28a  - CX~[T923/2, 
1928/3,  1931,  1933,  1934/24);  Y29  - 1923;  Y29a  - 1923;  Y30  - 1930, 

1931,  1932;  Y30a  - 1932,  1933;  Y36  - 1934;  Y36a  - 1934;  Y38  - C;  Y39  - 

1916;  Y40  - 1916;  Y41  - C;  Y41  - C;  Y42a  - 1940;  Y43  - 1938;  Y43a  - C; 

Y44  - C;  Y44a  - C;  Y45  - C;  Y45a  - C;  Y46  - 1938  lettered;  Y46a  - 
1938  lettered,  1939  star;  Y49  - 1935;  Y51  - C;  Y51a  - 1942;  Y52  - 
1941,  1942;  Y52a  - CX  (1942,  1946);  Y53  - 1942,  1946;  Y53a  - CX  (1947) 

Y54  - CX  (1947);  Y54a  - 1942,  1944;  Y55  - CX  (1946,  1947);  Y55a  - 

1941;  Y56  - C;  Y57  - C to  1979  X (1954);  Y57a  - C to  1979  X (1950, 

1961,  1962);  Y58  - C to  1977  X (1948,  1961,  1969,  1970,  1971);  Y58a  - 

C to  1975  X (1948,  1958,  1960,  1963,  1964,  1966,  1970,  1972,  1973); 

Y59  - 1950;  Y59a  - 1951,  1980;  Y60  - 1949;  Y60a  - 1954;  Y62  - CX 

(1954,  1962);  Y62a  - CX  (1959);  Y63  - C to  1977  X (1952,  1962,  1964, 
1971,  1972,  1973,  1974,  1976);  Y63a  - C to  1972  X (1952,  1962,  1963, 
1968);  Y66  - 1964,  1968,  1970,  1972;  Y66a  - 1964,  1966,  1969,  1972, 
1975;  Y67  - C to  1974  X (1971);  Y67a  - 1969,  1971,  1972,  1976;  YA67a  - 
1980. 

BELIZE  (BRITISH  HONDURAS):  Y16  - 1943,  1944,  1945,  1947;  Y17  - 1939; 

Y18  - 1942;  Y19  - C;  Y21  - C;  Y22  - C;  Y23  - C to  1972  X (1956,  1959, 

1966,  1967,  1970);  Y24  - 1957,  1962,  1968,  1969;  Y25  - 1961,  1962, 

1970;  Y26  - 1962,  1968,  1971,  1972;  Y27  - 1954,  1964.  BELIZE:  Y2  - 

1974;  Y6  - 1974;  Y7  - 1974. 


BERMUDA:  Cl  - C;  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - 1970,  1971;  Y4  - 1970;  Y5  - 

1970;  Y6  - 1970. 

BHUTAN:  Y4a  - (1950);  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y9  - C. 

BOLIVIA:  C53  - 1830JL;  Y45  - 1909;  Y46  - 1897,  1907,  1908;  Y48a  - 

1885;  Y5 1 b - 1896;  Y57  - C;  Y57a  - C;  Y58  - CX  (1936);  Y58a  - C; 

Y59  - C;  Y59a  - C;  Y59b  - C;  Y60  - C;  Y62  - C;  Y63  - C;  Y64  - C; 

Y66  - 1965;  Y67  - 1965,  1972;  Y68  - 1965,  1971,  1975;  Y69  - 1965, 

1967,  1972,  1974;  Y70  - 1969;  Y71  - 1972;  Y76  - 1976. 


BOTSWANA:  Y1  - C. 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  send  us  reviews  of  the  books  listed  in  this 
section  for  publication  in  the  BOOK  REVIEWS  section. ) 

New  Israel  Government  Coins  and  Medals  cata log  released 

A definitive  English  edition  of  ISRAEL  GOVERNMENT  COINS  AND  MEDALS 
CORPORATION  LTD.  has  been  released  detailing  all  Israel  coins  and 
medals  issued  from  1968  through  1982. 

It  is  lavishly  illustrated,  containing  a complete  listing  of  all  of- 
ficial numismatic  issues,  including  commemorative  coins  and  medals 
issued  for  government,  public  and  business  enterprises  as  well  as 
presentation. 

Also  planned  is  publication  of  annual  supplements  to  the  catalog 
covering  all  yearly  issues  plus  any  updated  information. 

It  is  available  for  $19.00  US  from  the  corporation's  U.S. A.  offices 
at  350  Fifth  Avenue,  19th  Floor,  New  York,  N.Y.  10118. 


EAST  ASIA  JOURNAL  reprints  Edward  Toda's  "Annam  and  its  Minor  Currency". 

The  latest  issue  of  EAST  ASIA  JOURNAL  consists  almost  entirely  of  a 
reprint  of  Edward  Toda's  "Annam  and  its  Minor  Currency",  originally 
published  in  the  NORTH  CHINA  BRANCH  OF  THE  ROYAL  ASIATIC  SOCIETY  JOUR- 
NAL (Shanghai),  Volume  17,  Part  1,  1882.  The  reprint  is  available 
from  EAST  ASIA  JOURNAL , P.  0.  Box  11205,  Ft.  Wayne,  IN  46856  for  $10 
postpaid.  A subscription  to  EAST  ASIA  JOURNAL  includes  the  reprint 
at  no  extra  charge.  The  subscription  cost  is  $15  in  the  USA  and  $20 
in  Canada  and  overseas. 

The  94  page  softcover  reprint  includes  new  maps,  a price  guide,  and  a 
conversion  table  which  gives  equivalent  catalog  numbers  from  Schjoth, 
Novak,  Craig  and  the  STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS  (Krause/Mishler) . 
Only  500  copies  of  the  reprint  were  printed,  and  over  350  have  already 
been  distributed  to  subscribers.  With  less  than  150  copies  remaining 
for  sale,  it  is  sure  to  be  a sell  out. 


Two  Ecuador  works  now  available 


Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792  can  now  furnish 
the  following  references:  HISTORIA  NUMISMATIC  DEL  ECUADOR,  by  Carlos 

Ortuflo,  as  reviewed  in  February  1983  NI  BULLETIN , $16.00  postpaid  in 
U.S.;  and  HISTORIA  MONETARIA  Y CAMBIARIA  DEL  ECUADOR , by  Luis  Alberto 
Carbo,  as  reviewed  in  December  1982  NI  BULLETIN,  $21.00  postpaid  in 
the  U.S. 

********************************************************************** 


GABELLE:  A tax,  specifically  an  impost  on  Salt  levied  in  Frence  for 

several  centuries  prior  to  1790;  and  in  use  to  the  present  day  in  China. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Jerry  F.  Schimmel.  FRENCH  TOKENS.  A neat  and  interesting  introduc- 
tion to  French  and  French-language  tokens  from  France  and  18  other 
countries  worldwide.  350  tokens  are  catalogued.  Table  of  Contents, 
Token  Identifier,  Glossary  of  Selected  Words  (found  on  the  tokens), 

60  illustrations  based  on  rubbings.  Maverick  List  (unidentified 
tokens).  Index  and  Tips  on  Identifying  these  tokens.  36pp,  card 
cover  with  saddle  stitching.  $5.00  (quantity  discounts  available). 
Jerry  F.  Schimmel,  P.  0.  Box  40888,  San  Francisco,  CA  94140  USA. 

French-language  tokens  are  increasingly  appearing  on  the  North  Amer- 
ican market  and  "there  are  no  works  available  here  that  can  help 
collectors  increase  their  understanding  of  the  various  series  of 
tokens",  according  to  the  author.  Therefore,  he  has  produced  a help- 
ful catalogue  of  350  tokens  from  his  personal  collection,  dating 
from  the  1850-1950  period.  Included  are  Hotel,  Bordello,  Diesinker's 
Cards,  Military  Tokens  and  Private  Merchant's  Tokens  (including  some 
unlisted  in  Robert  Lamb's  1967  work).  Also  included  are  Jukebox 
and  uniquely  French  "Bal",  or  Dancehall  tickets,  and  items  not  often 
seen.  .Some  listed  tokens  were  issued  in  localities  of  Alsace- 
Lorraine  under  German  Imperial  Authorities  1871-1918  which  have 
German  legends. 

Other  French- language  tokens  listed  and  catalogued  were  issed  in 
Algeria,  Belgium,  Canada  (Quebec),  Egypt,  Ethiopia,  Haiti,  Italy, 
Japan,  The  Lebanon,  Monaco,  The  Netherlands,  Russia,  Switzerland, 
Syria,  Tunisia,  Turkey  and  Zaire. 

Tokens  are  catalogued  under  country,  town  or  region,  metal,  diameter, 
edge  type,  obverse  and  reverse  legends  in  capital  letters,  and  each 
token  is  given  a number  under  its  country  for  easy  reference. 

Jerry  Schimmel  is  the  author  of  an  occasional  series  in  the  NI  BUL- 
LETIN entitled  "Tokens  Around  Us"  and  in  TAMS  JOURNAL  titled  "World 
Tokens".  He  has  also  written  several  works  on  U.S.  Sales  Tax  Tokens 
and  on  Food  Stamp  Change  Tokens  (including  Puerto  Rico,  Guam  & Vir- 
gin Is.  articles  which  appeared  in  the  NI  BULLETIN  in  1981). 

Reviewed  by  Fred  Drost 


Darwin  Palmer.  PILLAR  AND  PORTRAIT  FOUR  REALES  OF  THE  NEW  WORLD. 

70pp,  202  ill  us.  Available  from  Almanzar's,  Suite  208,  One  Romana 
Plaza,  San  Antonio,  TX  78205.  $18.50  hard,  $11.50  soft  bound. 

This  excellent  book  covers  in  six  sections  the  Spanish  colonial, 

4R  pillar  and  bust  coins  of:  Bolovia  (Potosi  mint),  Chile  (San- 

tiago), Guatemala  (Guatemala,  Neuva  Guatemala),  Mexico  (Mexico, 
Durango,  Guadalajara),  Peru  (Lima)  and  counterstamps  and  emergency 
issues.  Values  are  given  in  four  to  five  grades  with  excellent 
photographs  of  all  types  and  large  blow-ups  of  overdates.  "A  voice 
from  the  past",  based  on  information  and  illustrated  by  photographs 
supplied  by  Clyde  Hubbard  of  Cuernavaca,  Mexico,  gives  us  background 
information  on  the  patterns  for  these  beautiful  and  important  col- 
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onial  coins.  Palmer's  book  is  sure  to  become  the  standard  reference 
book  for  four  real,  colonial  coins  of  Central  and  South  America. 

Reviewed  by  Michael  McCormick 


Victor  Emilio  Estrada.  MONEDA  Y BANCOS  EN  EL  ECUADOR.  (Coin  and  Bank 
in  Ecuador).  Reissue  of  1925  edition  with  Introductory  Study  by  Rene 
Benzlcazar  and  preliminary  notes  and  revision  of  the  orignal  by  Julio 
Estrada  Yeaza.  Printed  in  Quito,  Ecuador  by  Banco  Central  de  Ecuador, 
1982.  412pp,  bibliography,  notes,  soft  covers. 

This  book  is  primarily  an  economic  work  as  opposed  to  a numismatic  or 
notaphilic  work,  but  will  have  much  of  interest  to  the  serious  numis- 
matist or  notaphile.  Careful  attention  to  detail  in  the  body  of  the 
work  make  it  an  important  research  tool. 

This  is  a reissue  of  a work  originally  published  in  1925.  It  is  con- 
sidered by  many  Ecuadorian  authorities  to  be  the  classic  explanation 
of  the  inflation  and  economic  backwardness  which  severely  affected 
the  country  from  1914  until  the  writing  of  the  book  in  1925. 

% 

It  was  written  at  a time  when  the  general  public  believed  that  the 
aforementioned  poor  economic  times  had  been  caused  by  the  Mori  tori  urn 
of  1914  which  had  suspended  free  monetary  convertibility  and  prohib- 
ited the  exportation  of  gold.  This  general  belief  was  of  such  power 
that  it  is  generally  credited  with  being  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
for  the  successful  revolution  of  1925  and  the  installation  of  the  new 
government.  Estrada  handily  proves  that  the  cause  is  more  easily  at- 
tributed to  massive  international  commercial  dislocations  caused  by 
World  War  I,  and  a serious  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
to  raise  the  price  of  gold. 

Numerous  examples  of  actual  exchange  rates  prevailing  at  that  time, 
private  bank  closings  and  the  change  from  silver  to  nickel  coinage 
will  make  this  book  of  use  to  the  serious  numismatist,  notaphile, 
scholar,  or  historian  as  well  as  the  economist. 

The  book  is  available  from  Dale  Seppa , 103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Vir- 
ginia, MN  55792.  $14.00  postpaid  in  the  U.S. 

Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 


Antonio  Deana  Salmeron.  LA  CASA  DE  MONEDA  DE  DURANGO  - Acuftaoiones 
de  plata  1824-1895.  (The  Durango  Mint  - Mintages  of  Silver  1824-1895) 
Printed  in  Puebla,  Mexico,  September  1983.  279pp,  i 1 1 us . , index,  bib- 

liography, notes.  Glossy  paper.  Soft  cover.  Limited  printing  of 
529  numbered  or  lettered  copies.  Price  in  US  not  fixed  yet  due  to 
currency  fluctuations,  but  will  be  available  from  Dale  Seppa,  103 
Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792  for  30  to  40  dollars  each 
postpaid  in  the  US. 

Consisting  of  30  Chapters  and  an  extensive  5 page  bibliography,  this 
is  one  of  the  most  detailed  numismatic  books  ever  produced.  Consider- 
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ing  that  over  270  pages  are  used  to  cover  the  coins  of  a single  mint 
for  2 periods  equalling  slightly  more  than  60  years,  it  is  obvious 
that  it  must  be  fairly  complete. 

The  first  several  chapters  cover  brief  histories  of  the  state  and 
city  of  Durango,  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  city,  and  the  creation  of  the 
Durango  mint.  A resume  of  numismatic  activity  in  Mexico  and  the  first 
monetary  decree  are  also  included. 

The  next  several  chapters  cover  a variety  of  subjects  including  the 
history,  design,  and  other  considerations  relative  to  the  Mexican 
national  coat  of  arms  and  the  eagle  which  appears  thereon. 

Of  primary  interest  to  the  non-Spanish  speaker  will  be  the  chapters 
entitled  "ACUNACIONES  DE  LA  CECA  DE  DURANGO"  (Mintings  of  the  mints 
of  Durango),  "LAS  CUARTILLAS  DE  PLATA"  (The  h reales  of  silver), 
"ACUNACIONES  DE  8 REALES,  1824-1870,  PRIMERA  EPOCA"  (Mintings  of  8 
Reales,  1825-1870,  first  period),  and  "ACUNACIONES  DE  8 REALES  1873- 
1895,  SEGUNDA  EPOCA"  (Mintings  of  8 Reales,  1873-1895,  second  period). 
The  latter  two  chapters  include  a detailed  listing  by  date  and  assayer 
initials.  These  listings  include  diameter,  weight,  and  thickness  of 
each  coin.  Each  listing  usually  includes  several  paragraphs  explain- 
ing the  details  of  the  obverse,  reverse,  and  edge  as  well  as  the 
author's  numismatic  and  artistic  interpretations . Almost  every  coin 
is  illustrated  with  good  quality,  full  size  illustrations.  The  ex- 
ceptions are  the  few  pieces  which  the  author  does  not  believe  exist 
or  that  were  of  such  rarity  that  no  specimen  was  available  for  photo- 
graphy. Observations  also  include  reference  to  all  major  catalogs 
where  appropriate. 

In  addition,  as  near  as  I can  determine,  all  of  the  relative  decrees 
are  included  verbatim  in  the  original  Spanish. 

Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 

********************************************************************** 
LATVIAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY  FORMED 


The  Latvian  Numismatic  Society  was  formed  on  15  September,  1983.  The 
Society  is  dedicated  to  provide  collectors  of  Latvian  numismatic  mat- 
erial, information  usually  unavailable  in  the  English  language.  In 
addition,  it  hopes  to  advance  the  knowledge  of  the  history  of  Latvia 
and  of  its  people,  especially,  as  this  history  relates  to  the  field 
of  numismatics. 

The  Society  will  publish  a quarterly  newsletter,  the  JOURNAL  OF  THE 
LATVIAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY,  which  will  serve  as  a communications  ve- 
hicle among  its  members.  Subjects  covered  in  the  JOURNAL  will  be 
coins,  currency,  medals  and  decorations  of  any  period  made  or  used  in 
the  area  known  before  WW  II  as  the  Republic  of  Latvia  (currently  under 
Soviet  occupation  and  misnamed  as  the  Latvian  Soviet  Socialist  Repub- 
lic). 

Anyone  interested  in  joining  the  LNS  should  write  to:  LNS,  2022 

Ottawa  Lane,  Houston,  TX  77043.  Annual  membership  dues  are  $10  for 
persons  with  US  or  Canadian  addresses  and  $12.50  for  others.  Those 
joining  the  Society  before  January  31,  1984  will  become  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  society. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

John  P.  Witter,  Satomaki  Sal  pa  23,  01370  Vantaa  37,  FINLAND:  Wanted 

for  my  collection,  Estonian,  Latvian,  Lituanian  orders,  decorations 
and  medals.  I'm  also  looking  for  high  denomination  Estonian  bank 
notes  in  marka  and  any  unusual  Estonian  paper  money  or  similar  items. 
Please  write  first  with  details  and  xerox  copy  if  possible. 

Robert  F.  Kriz,  1980  N.  Atlantic  #809,  Cocoa  Beach,  FL  32931:  Research 

er  needs  the  1935/1936  (one  volume)  Royal  Mint  Report.  Wi 1 1 pay  post- 
age both  ways,  unless  someone  would  care  to  sell  a copy  to  me. 

Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792:  Wish  to  buy 

Colombia  Y-9. 5 (old  9.3)  5 Decimos , .1886  Medellin,  in  Very  Fine  or 
better  condition.  Also  need  fixed  price  list  Number  9 issued  by 
Holland  Wallace. 

Carling  Gresham,  P.  0.  Box  580,  Pomona  Park,  Fla.  32081:  WANTED  - 

Latin  American  Numismatic  Bibliographies,  or  other  bibliographies 
containing  numismatic  citations,  any  "western"  language.  Urgently 
needed  for  research  project,  which  will  produce  ultimately  a com- 
prehensive, annotated  LA  numis-bi bl iography.  Please  write  and  tell 
me  what  you  have;  all  responses  will  be  answered.  Will  buy  those 
items  not  already  in  my  library;  if  not  for  sale,  would  request  loan 
for  up  to  30  days,  I pay  your  postage.  I will  take  care  of  your 
books ! 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to 
NI  Attribution  Committee,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn.  06880,  USA 

Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792:  Would  like  to 

purchase  one  or  more  copies  of  BIBLIOGRAFIA  ARGENTINA  NUMISMATICA  Y 
MEDALLISTICA,  by  Jorge  N.  Ferreri.  Printed  in  Buenos  Aires  in  1977. 

I am  also  in  the  market  for  almost  any  out  of  print  book  on  numis- 
matics, banks,  banking  history,  bank  note  collecting,  etc.  etc. 

********************************************************************** 
SPAIN,  NEW  10-PESETA  COIN,  1983 


by  John  De Marais , Dallas,  Texas,  NI  # 1539 

The  Bank  of  Spain  has  released  1983-dated  10-peseta  coins  into  circul- 
ation. The  new  piece  is  18.5mm  in  diameter  and  is  somewhat  thick  (2mm) 
It  is  struck  in  cupro-nickel  and  has  a coarsely  reeded  edge.  It  is  of 
the  same  type  as  the  brass  100-peseta  coin  released  late  in  1982.  Like 
other  Spanish  coins  of  late,  it  bears  only  a large  date  and  has  the 
crowned  M mintmark  of  the  Madrid  mint. 

Aluminum  50-centimo  coins  were  demonitized  in  September  1983,  but 
are  exchangeable  at  the  Bank  of  Spain  until  January  1984.  Though  the 
new  100-peseta  coins  are  not  particularly  popular  with  the  public,  the 
100-peseta  notes  are  falling  apart,  indicating  that  the  Bank  of  Spain 
is  determined  to  replace  the  notes  with  coins.  (With  thanks  to  Hans 
M.  F.  Schulman,  Alicante,  Spain,  NI  #568) 
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